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Cancer control and
universal health coverage
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General, World Health Organization

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus was elected as WHO Director-General for a five-year term by
WHO Member States at the 70th World Health Assembly in May 2017, the first person from the
WHO African Region to become WHO Director-General. Dr Tedros served as Ethiopia’s Minister
of Foreign Affairs, 2012–2016, and Minister of Health, 2005–2012. Born in Asmara, Eritrea,
Dr Tedros holds a PhD in Community Health from the University of Nottingham and a Master of
Science in the Immunology of Infectious Diseases from the University of London. He has published
numerous articles in prominent scientific journals, and received awards and recognition from
across the globe.
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