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Weeks uniting their efforts
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London Global Cancer Week: A beacon of innovation 
and collaboration
 London Global Cancer Week (LGCW) represents a convergence 

of minds and resources in one of the world’s leading medical 

research and innovation hubs. Hosted annually, this event 

serves as a platform for researchers, clinicians, policymakers, 

and advocates from across the globe to share insights, present 

groundbreaking research, and strategize on tackling the 

multifaceted challenges posed by cancer (1).

A commitment to innovation is at the heart of the LGCW. It 

showcases cutting-edge technologies and novel approaches to 

cancer treatment and prevention. Researchers and clinicians 

present their latest findings, fostering collaborations that 

transcend disciplinary boundaries and geographical limitations. 

The week-long event also catalyzes policy discussions, aiming 

to influence global and national agendas on cancer control and 

healthcare delivery.

Moreover, LGCW plays a pivotal role in raising public 

awareness. Through public forums, educational sessions, and 

media outreach, it empowers individuals with knowledge 

about cancer prevention, early detection, and treatment 

options. By engaging the public, the event seeks to reduce 

the stigma associated with cancer and promote a supportive 

environment for patients and their families.

Latin American Global Cancer Week (SELAC): 
Bridging gaps and amplifying voices
In Latin America, SELAC (Semana de Lucha contra el Cáncer) 

has emerged as a vital counterpart to London Global Cancer 

Week. Recognizing the unique challenges faced by the region, 

SELAC focuses on enhancing cancer control efforts through 

collaboration, advocacy, and community engagement (2).

One of SELAC’s primary objectives is to bridge gaps in cancer 

care and research across Latin America. The event brings 

together healthcare professionals, researchers, policymakers, 

and patient advocates from diverse backgrounds and countries 

within the region. SELAC strives to improve access to quality 

cancer treatment and care for all Latin American populations 

by fostering partnerships and sharing best practices.

SELAC also amplifies the voices of patients and their 

families, advocating for patient-centred approaches in cancer 

care. Through awareness campaigns, support networks, and 

survivorship programmes, SELAC empowers individuals 

affected by cancer to become advocates for change in their 

communities and beyond.

Furthermore, SELAC places a strong emphasis on research 

and capacity-building initiatives. By supporting local research 

efforts and training healthcare professionals, the event aims to 

strengthen the region’s ability to address the growing burden 

of cancer effectively. This holistic approach not only enhances 

clinical outcomes but also contributes to shaping evidence-

based policies tailored to the region’s unique socio-economic 

and healthcare landscapes.

Towards a unified global effort
While the LGCW and SELAC are geographically distinct, they 

share a common goal: to reduce the global burden of cancer 

through collaboration, innovation, and advocacy. These 

In the realm of global health challenges, cancer stands as a formidable adversary, transcending borders 
and affecting millions worldwide. Two significant events have emerged on different continents to address 
this pervasive issue: London Global Cancer Week (LGCW) and the Latin American Global Cancer Week 
(SELAC). These initiatives epitomize the international community’s collaborative efforts to combat cancer 
through awareness, research, policy, and advocacy.
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initiatives underscore the importance of a unified global effort 

in addressing cancer’s complexities and challenges.

By exchanging knowledge, leveraging resources, and 

fostering inclusive partnerships, both events contribute to 

a broader dialogue on cancer control and prevention. They 

inspire hope and action, encouraging stakeholders worldwide 

to work together towards a future where cancer is no longer a 

leading cause of morbidity and mortality.

Outcome of SELAC 2024
SELAC was held between 13-17 May 2024, it included 16 

sessions with 55 speakers, in three languages (Spanish, 

English, and Chinese) and from 19 countries: Argentina, Brazil, 

Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Egypt, El Salvador, France,  

Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Perú, Romania, Spain, 

Sweden, United Kingdom, and the United States (3).

Session topics
One of the main characteristics of SELAC is that the topics 

are proposed by the session organizers include a wide range 

of matters and diverse challenges across the cancer control 

spectrum, which are usually not present on the academic or 

medical agendas (Table 1).

Participating institutions
The participating institutions included scientific societies, 

governmental bodies, cancer institutes, foundations, academic 

institutions, regional and international organizations, UN 

organizations, the private sector, and patient organizations. 

One fundamental characteristic of SELAC is inclusiveness. 

The participation in the programme of multisector institutions 

guarantees a diversity of opinions, visions, and experiences, 

essential for a frank discussion and better decisions on the 

different matters presented (Table 2).

Speakers and messages 
Important cancer control leaders gave motivating 

presentations during the different sessions of the programme.

For example, Dr Luiz Santini from Brazil, discussed “Cancer 

and health systems” (4). He said that the main challenges 

were that the current available therapies do not guarantee a 

cure, that frequently they do not obtain the desired outcome, 

that patients require exhaustive monitoring during and after 

treatment, and that many patients remain at risk of a relapse 

of the disease, which leads to new second and third line 

treatments that are often more expensive. It is well known 

that many patients generate important medical care costs in 

the final months of life. As a response to this critical situation, 

Dr Santini explained that achievements in his country, Brazil, 

are related to the creation and implementation of the Unified 

Health System (SUS) that provides universal access at no cost 

that is equal for all. He underlined that 75% of the population 

of Brazil is today covered by SUS.

A significant session covered the Latin American and the 

Caribbean Code Against Cancer. This code, which was launched 

Table 1: Session topics

J Risk reduction strategies in cancer prevention 

J Latin American and the Caribbean Code Against Cancer 

J How to increase access to oncology medicines through the 
PAHO Strategic Fund

J The importance of international accreditations of cancer 
centres and institutes

J Management modules and holistic strategies in cancer control

J Cancer and health systems: The Brazilian example

J Chino-Europe Anti-Cancer Summit 2024

J Global anti-cancer care and drug challenges

J An implementation science centre as a driver to transform the 
practice of cancer control and prevention in Latin America

J Asunción increases access to cancer care with the support 
of the City Cancer Challenge and other international 
collaborators

J What opportunities does Latin America have in its goal of 
improving precision medicine in oncology?

J ALICC and the vision of the problem of cancer in Latin America

J Scientific evidence in cancer prevention: Latin American and 
the Caribbean Code Against Cancer

J Meeting of the Peruvian National Institute of Neoplastic 
Diseases (INEN) on cancer control in Peru 

Table 2: Participating institutions 

Founding partners

J London Global Cancer Week

J RINC-SLACOM

J Ecancer

Administration and co-ordination 

J SLACOM

Associated institutions

J City Cancer Challenge (C/Can)

J Pan American Health Organization (WHO)

J Instituto Nacional de Salud Publica (Mexico)

J China Anti-Cancer Association (CACA, China)

J Movicancer Foundation (Nicaragua)

J Asociacion Latina e Iberica contra el Cancer (ALICC)

J Instituto Nacional de Cancerologia (INCAN) (Mexico)

J eChinaHealth China Healthcare Company

J The Heart of Medical Education Co. (COR2ED)

J Global Oncology Implementing Science Programmes (GOIS – 
Latin America), Win-Win

J Leveraging Implementation Science To Optimize Strategies 
(LISTOS)

J University of Texas Health Sciences Center at Houston

J National Cancer Institute (NCI – US)

J International Agency for Research in Cancer (IARC – France)

Observer 

J The Lancet Regional Health (Americas)
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well as civil society, have joined forces to establish cancer as a 

political priority at national level, and to develop solutions that 

can be replicated throughout C/Can’s network of cities around 

the world.

The Movicancer Foundation, based in Nicaragua, is a non-

governmental organization dedicated to fighting cancer (9). 

They focus on designing prevention, care, and education 

strategies for the community and patients. The organization 

promotes empowerment, with a gender focus, for active 

healthcare before, during, and after treatment. Led by Lic 

Benito Granera, experts gathered to discuss the country’s 

health model and cancer programme management. Other 

topics included surveillance of cervical lesions and cervical 

cancer, tools for managing gynecological cancer, and a holistic 

approach to cancer.

At the SELAC event, the “China-Europe Anti-Cancer Summit 

2024” took place. Professor Yihai Cao from the Karolinska 

Institute moderated the event, and distinguished speakers 

included Professor Ying Wang, Vice President of the China 

Anti-Cancer Association (CACA), Professor Daiming Fan, 

President of CACA, Professor Florian Scotte from the Institute 

Gustave Roussy, and Professor Csaba Dégi, President of the 

European Cancer Organisation (ECO). The summit aimed to 

bring together anti-cancer leaders from China and Europe 

to explore basic research, share the latest achievements in 

clinical practice, and exchange ideas and perspectives on 

cancer patient treatment (10).

An innovative session focused on the launch of a new 

implementation science centre in Mexico called “LISTOS” 

(Leveraging Implementation Science To Optimize Strategies), 

aimed at transforming the practice of cancer control and 

prevention in Latin America. Implementation science is a 

multidisciplinary field with the primary goal of bridging the 

gap between research and practice by identifying strategies to 

overcome barriers that hinder the successful implementation 

of proven programmes and practices. By facilitating the 

integration of effective interventions into healthcare systems, 

implementation sciences maximize their impact. During the 

session, attendees learned about the vision and objectives of 

our new Research Center, “READY for Cancer Control”, which 

aims to strengthen research capabilities in implementation 

sciences and promote the development of research projects 

for cancer prevention and control in Mexico and Latin 

America. Additionally, they had the opportunity to learn about 

two initial implementation science projects in colorectal and 

breast cancer that sit within LISTOS. This session provided a 

fresh perspective on how implementation science can drive 

excellence in the delivery of oncology services, addressing real 

challenges and maximizing its impact on patients and their 

communities. 

on 17 October 2023, marks the first regional adaptation of the 

European Code Against Cancer within the World Code Against 

Cancer Framework. It was developed by over 60 experts from 

the region, with support from the International Agency for 

Research on Cancer (IARC) and the Pan American Health 

Organization (PAHO). The code offers 17 evidence-based 

recommendations for cancer prevention and is available in 

Spanish, English, and Portuguese. The session highlighted the 

main characteristics of the Code as well as the public policies 

and initiatives developed for its implementation (5).

The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) from 

Washington DC hosted an important session about The 

Strategic Fund part of the PAHO’s Regional Revolving Funds. 

This is a regional technical cooperation mechanism for the 

pooled procurement of essential medicines and strategic 

health supplies. Thus, the Fund is a central component of 

PAHO’s strategy to move towards universal health. The 

Strategic Fund strengthens the strategic supply management 

systems, providing technical cooperation to plan demand, 

promote rational use of medicines, and prevent stock-outs in 

the Americas region (6).

Cristian Ayala, General Director of the Arturo Lopez 

Perez Foundation from Chile, discussed the significance of 

international accreditations for cancer centres and institutes 

(7). The Foundation is the first and only centre in Latin 

America to be accredited as a cancer centre by the European 

Organization of Cancer Institutes (OECI), which is a leading 

network bringing together 123 centres dedicated to cancer 

treatment, including some of the most renowned in Europe. 

This accreditation is granted to institutions demonstrating a 

high level of excellence and comprehensiveness in cancer care. 

It endorses the commitment to quality, safety, prevention, 

early detection, treatment, and monitoring of people with 

cancer. The approach is always humanistic, aiming to support 

patients and their families throughout the process of living 

with this disease.

An exciting session was coordinated by City Cancer 

Challenge (C/Can), a city-based partnership initiative that 

supports cities around the world as they work to improve 

access to high quality and equitable cancer care (8). They do 

this by transforming the way stakeholders from the public and 

private sectors collectively design, plan, and implement cancer 

solutions. The case of the capital city of Asunción, Paraguay, 

was presented during their session: “Asunción increases access 

to cancer care with the support of the City Cancer Challenge 

and other international collaborators.”

Supported by C/Can’s network of local, regional, and 

global partners and experts, Asunción is developing and 

implementing sustainable cancer care projects that respond to 

local needs. Key actors from the public and private sectors, as 
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an innovative and stimulating session on “Risk Reduction in 

Cancer Prevention”. The questions of whether risk reduction 

is needed and how to apply it in practice were analyzed in 

depth during the presentations. The topics included the need 

for these types of actions and the reasons for the failure of 

previous strategies, along with some language definitions. 

The speakers also presented different fields of application and 

how to implement reduction measures in practice, including 

obesity, and smoking control.

Some implementation actions
The role of SELAC is not limited to matters of awareness, 

research, policy, and advocacy. The current situation of 

cancer control in the Latin American region requires the 

implementation of real and concrete actions if we want to make 

a change to benefit affected populations. As examples of the 

use of our platforms to continue the discussions with actions, 

the following examples give the reader a flavour of how it is 

possible to move from theoretical debates to the application of 

innovative ideas or good projects to real-world people.

During the SLACOM Session 2 it was agreed to organize 

the launch of the 25 year’s celebration of the Charter of Paris 

(predecessor of World Cancer Day [WCD]), on 4 February 2025.

Participants of the Latin American and the Caribbean Code 

Against Cancer sessions decided to improve collaboration 

strategies between PAHO and civil society cancer organizations, 

following a dissemination of an implementation plan. 

Looking to the future
The Latin American Global Cancer Week successfully 

brought together experts, researchers, and stakeholders to 

address various challenges and concerns in cancer control 

and prevention. Looking to the future, we envision promising 

possibilities for development and expansion.

SELAC will extend the event to more Latin American and 

Caribbean countries, organizations and experts. We need to 

consider the issue of language and accessibility. For future 

SELACs we will evaluate offering simultaneous translation 

or sessions in multiple languages (Spanish, Portuguese, and 

English). Capacity building was also considered a pending 

topic. We will evaluate the inclusion of workshops or training 

sessions for healthcare professionals. And last but not least 

the critical need of increasing patient advocacy; strengthening 

patient advocacy and supporting group participation is a 

pending matter in our region. SELAC will make efforts to 

improve this unequal situation.

Conclusions:
LGCW and SELAC exemplify the power of international 

cooperation in the fight against cancer. These initiatives, hosted 

The session included: 

J An introduction to implementation sciences and 

presentation of the new centre: LISTOS for Cancer 

Control by Dr María E Fernández. Attendees gained an 

understanding of how this emerging discipline can change 

the way we develop and implement cancer prevention 

and control interventions and programmes by selecting, 

designing, or adapting strategies according to the specific 

characteristics and barriers of each context in order to 

maximize the adoption of practices with proven efficacy in 

routine clinical and public health practice. 

J The implementation of a colorectal cancer screening 

programme in a social security system in Mexico, by Dr 

Martín Lajous. In this session, results were presented of 

the initial experiences and feasibility studies of screening 

programmes for colorectal cancer in Mexico as a basis 

for the development of a screening project within a social 

security system.

J The implementation of a Rapid Breast Cancer Diagnosis 

Programme, by Dr Karla Unger. In this session, participants 

will learn about a project that aims to strengthen the 

quality of health services available for a population that 

lacks health insurance in a state in northern Mexico. The 

objective is to improve the monitoring and referral of 

patients who present with symptoms so that the times to 

confirm diagnosis and initiate treatment for patients with 

breast cancer are reduced. The LISTOS Centre for Cancer 

Control in Mexico and Latin America is a collaboration 

between the University of Texas Health Sciences Center at 

Houston, the National Institute of Cancerology of Mexico 

and the National Institute of Public Health, with financing 

from the National Cancer Institute of the United States 

(11).

At the recent SLACOM session, the topic of improving 

precision medicine in oncology in Latin America was 

discussed (12). The session aimed to explore the challenges of 

implementing precision medicine in the region and emphasized 

the importance of understanding the unique characteristics of 

tumour genomes in the Latin American population compared 

to other regions of the world. The session also addressed 

the idea of mapping the technical resources, expertise, and 

capabilities available in different Latin American countries. 

This knowledge can lead to improved clinical management 

of cancer, incorporating new technologies and increasing 

the possibilities of cures or better survival rates for patients. 

Additionally, it can promote the inclusion of more accurate 

diagnoses and treatments in healthcare systems.

Professor Eduardo Cazap from Argentina, David Khayat from 

France, and Peter Harper from the United Kingdom presented 
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among stakeholders from scientific societies, governmental 

bodies, patient organizations, and international agencies.

SELAC not only facilitates discussions but also drives 

tangible actions aimed at improving cancer outcomes in Latin 

America

Both events highlight the importance of inclusivity and 

partnership across sectors, bringing together diverse 

stakeholders including scientific societies, governmental 

bodies, patient organizations, and international agencies. 

By exchanging knowledge and resources, they contribute to 

shaping evidence-based policies and implementing concrete 

actions to improve cancer outcomes globally.

As these initiatives continue to evolve and expand their 

impact, they pave the way for a more equitable and resilient 

global healthcare landscape. Together, they inspire hope and 

collective action toward a future where every individual, 

regardless of geographical location, has access to effective 

cancer prevention, diagnosis, and treatment. n

on different continents, underscore a shared commitment 

to combatting cancer through collaboration, innovation, and 

advocacy.

LGCW plays a crucial role in influencing global policy agendas 

and raising public awareness, aiming to reduce stigma and 

empower individuals with knowledge about cancer prevention 

and treatment. On the other hand, SELAC represents a vital 

initiative in Latin America, addressing regional challenges in 

cancer control through community engagement, advocacy, and 

research. By bridging gaps in healthcare access and amplifying 

the voices of patients and their families, SELAC advocates for 

patient-centred care and supports local research efforts to 

strengthen the region’s healthcare capabilities.

The comprehensive participation reflected in Table 1, 

covering a diverse spectrum of cancer control challenges, 

underscores SELAC’s commitment to addressing multifaceted 

issues beyond traditional academic and medical agendas. This 

inclusiveness, highlighted in Table 2, ensures a rich dialogue 

1.	https://www.lgcw.org.uk/ 
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8.	https://citycancerchallenge.org/ 
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11. https://www.uth.edu/implementation-science/story?id=ace99476-600c-4d3e-a263-
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